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Continent. United States history therefore has a forward look. 
We are a nation in the same sense that Germany and England 
are nations, and this national aspect of our history is its one 
noticeable aspect. An American boy or girl wants to know 
most of all the precise problem worked out on this soil ; 
viz., the safe and stable division of sovereignty between indi- 
vidual states and a general government, — what John Fiske 
somewhere says has been "the problem of civilization," and 
just how it has been worked out here. They need to know 
and appreciate as everybody needs to know it, the progressive 
growth of this country in civilization ; that is, among other 
things, the humanization of man (as Matthew Arnold phrases 
it) under a Constitution described by Gladstone "' ' as the most 
wonderful work ever struck off at a given time by the brain and 
purpose of man." 

Prof. Thomas' book, we think, from some careful examination 
of it, for a text book, gives largely the facts and tendencies of 
just these things. 

It is accurate, clear, vivid and in arrangement excellent. Its 
presentation of economic and social questions — the Tariff, 
Indian, and Temperance problems — growth in religious tole- 
rance, Libraries, Civil Service Reform, Literature, etc. , espe- 
cially the two great schools of Constitutional interpretation cul- 
minating in the civil war of 1861-5, is judicial and correct. 
The ideal United States History for secondary schools undoubt- 
edly is yet to come, but as yet this is to our thinking its nearest 
approximation. 

Henry N. Hoxie, 
Late Principal Friends' Select School {Orthodox') 

Germantown, Philadelphia, Pa 



NOTES 

The newest volumes in the Temple Shakespeare are The Merchant of Ven- 
ice, A Midsummer Nighfs Dream, The Taming of the Shrew, and As You 
Like It. The frontispiece etchings in each represent respectively the Rialto, 
the room in which Shakespeare was born, the Globe, Southwarke, and 
Shakespeare's birth place. Anything pleasanter to look upon than these 
little volumes can hardly be imagined. (Macmillan & Co.) 

Mr. Richard Le Gallienne in The Religion of a Literary Man, (Religio 
Scriptoris), has given that part of the reading public that has not contracted 
itself to materialism, comfort of a most stimulating, refreshing sort. His 
message is abundantly readable, and abounds in brilliant, epigrammatic sen- 
tences that for quotation are perfect. (Putnam, N. Y.) 
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Magazines : McClure's, December, exceedingly rich in distinctively 
American features which are becoming characteristic. Harper's, — 
with the best magazine fiction, all in all, of any magazine for months, a 
special cover, and a wealth of illustration. Lippincott's, with "Mrs. Hal- 
lam's Companion," by Mrs. Mary J. Holmes for the monthly novel, and too 
short an articlefor its quality " Shall I Study Medicine?" by A. L. Benedict. 
— Frank Leslie's Monthly one of the most brilliantly attractive of the holiday 
magazines. — The Forum, December, has the last piece of work done by Mr. 
Philip Gilbert Hamerton, "The Chief Influences of My Career,"and a num- 
ber of strong articles of serious interest. — The Popular Science Monthly, 
November, contained several articles of quite exceptional educational import- 
ance : Preparation for College by English High Schools, Manual Training, 
by Dr. C. Hanford Henderson, The Swiss Watch Schools, by Theodore B. 
Willson. The educational articles of this monthly average during the year 
exceptionally high. 

The Report of the University Extension Congress, London, June 22-23 
1894, contains, in addition to the papers and discussions of the three sessions, 
the tabulated returns from the several committees appointed in advance, to 
correspond with the extension boards of the world as to methods ot work, 
both educational and financial, the relation of the movement to state and 
local authorities, the recognition given to extension work by colleges and uni- 
versities in the form of certificates and degrees, and other topics of interest 
in the comparative study of the movement. There is also a list of delegates 
to the congress and a five page appendix containing remarks from delegates 
who did not speak on their special topics for lack of time. The report of 102 
pages will be mailed to any one specially interested in extension work on re- 
ceipt of 16 cents, the price of the pamphlet at wholesale in London, by Mel- 
vil Dewey, Albany, N. Y. 

Professor Simon N. Patten, of the University of Pennsylvania, joins issue 
with the Committee of Ten, and with other opponents of the teaching of such 
subjects in our elementary schools, in a paper printed in the January number of 
the Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science in which 
he undertakes to outline a course of economic teaching for the lower schools> 
which shall be valuable and which can be managed by the ordinary teacher. 
It is also his view that the instructor of other subjects in the lower schools 
would find certain elements in the economic work which would be of very 
great assistance in other subjects. 

Ginn & Company have published Factors in Organic Evolution, a syllabus 
of a course of Elementary Lectures delivered in Leland Stanford Junior 
University, by David Starr Jordan, President of the University. Price, by 
mail, postpaid, $1.50. 

D. C. Heath & Co., Boston, will soon issue a somewhat abridged edition of 
Jules Verne's most popular tale, Le tour dumonde en quatre-vingts jours, 
with notes by Professor Edgren, of the University of Nebraska. 

The Ariel Shakespeare, (G. P. Putnam's Sons, N. Y.,) is indeed "My 
Dainty Ariel." Not the least attractive feature is the five hundred delicate 
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outline plates after the original designs of Frank Howard, first published in 
1833. Convenient for the pocket and grateful to the eye, these little volumes 
must make many friends. The cloth edition at 40 cents a volume is really 
good enough for any one, but the luxury of full leather and gilt tops may be 
had for 75 cents a volume. 

The inauguration of President Andrew S. Draper, and the dedication of 
Engineering Hall on Nov. 15th, 1894, mark an era in the history of the Uni- 
versity of Illinois. The result of the transfer of Dr. Draper's activities from 
the sphere of primary education to that of higher education, will be watched 
with interest and high expectation. 

Messrs. Houghton, Mifflin & Co., Boston, have recently published as No. 67 
of the Riverside Literature Series (paper, 15 cents), Shakespeare's Julius 
Caesar, especially edited for school use. 

The text used for this book is that of the Riverside Shakespeare, edited by 
Richard Grant White. 

The Teachers' Club, of Cincinnati, has undertaken an investigation to dis- 
cover what demand would exist in Cincinnati and vicinity for College 
Courses *of Study, if carried on entirely in the evening in a central part of 
the city, and without any charge for tuition. 

The question concerns every populous community; for universities and 
colleges do not at present make satisfactory provision for the large number 
of persons who are both desirous and qualified to pursue such studies, but 
whom circumstances compel to be otherwise engaged during the hours of 
day. The carrying out of the University Extension ideals doing a great deal 
to meet the wants of this class; nevertheless, the most enthusiastic friends of 
University extension do not consider it an adequate substitute for a college 
course. 

The committee in charge of the investigation believe that in Cincinnati 
(and the same is true elsewhere), there are, without, doubt, many men and 
women who possess the qualifications, and are eager, as regular or special 
students, to enter upon such studies, but their attendance thereupon could 
not be in the daytime. If higher education is good for the more fortunate, 
who can give up their whole time to its acquisition, it is just as good for the 
less fortunate who can devote only their evenings to the same end, This 
subject is undoubtedly a matter of great importance to every large city. 

All teachers who have used Gildersleeve's Latin Grammar will welcome 
the third edition just sent forth by the University Publishing Company. In 
the preparation of the new volume the author has associated with himself 
Professor Lodge, of Bryn Mawr, to whom almost entirely the etymology of 
the present edition seems to owe its form. In size the book is considerably 
increased. The second edition contained 384 pages ; the new edition has 
550. This difference is due principally to the enlarged treatment of the syn- 
tax, which occupies nearly a hundred pages more than in the old edition, and 
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to the increase in the indexes. The general index is very full — 40 pages in 
all — and there is also an index referring to the sections in which the usage of 
individual authors is noted. In every way the book appears to be a distinct 
improvement upon the second edition. Being more perspicuous it is better 
adapted for class work, and its greater fullness makes it better as a book of 
reference. The old edition had many merits, but perhaps its chief excellence 
lay in the masterly translations of the illustrative citations, and in this quality 
the new edition does not fall below the standard of its predecessor. 

Ginn & Co. announce Outlines of the Syntax of Mood and Tense in the 
Latin Finite Verb, by William Gardner Hale, Professor of Latin in the Uni- 
versity of Chicago, in press. These Outlineswill cover very nearly the entire 
field of usage of the finite verb, with illustrations selected, as far as possible, 
from the authors generally read in the preparatory schools and the first two 
years of college study. 

Houghton, Mifflin & Company are bringing out a fine school edition of 
Lamb's 7 ales from Shakespeare with a fresh and interesting Introductory 
Sketch and Brief Notes. The Tales will be published first in three parts, con- 
stituting Nos. 64, 65, and 66 of their Riverside Literature Series at 15 cents 
each. They will soon be published also in one volume in linen covers at 
50 cents. 

Mr. F. S. Ramsbotham has added to the Rugby Edition of Scenes from 
Greek Plays the Persae of -3£schylus. The notes are brief and intended for 
young students, but they seem to afford all the needed assistance for rapid 
reading of the text, and the book makes a very pretty little volume. It is 
published by Messrs. Longmans, Green & Co. Price 50 cents. 

A hand-book indispensable to the teacher of Latin composition is Mr. H. 
W. Anden's translation of the sixth edition of Meissner's Latin Phrase-Book. 
It is a volume of 316 pages divided into seventeen chapters, in which the 
various phrases are grouped under such headings as The World and Nature, 
Space and Time, Human Life, its Various Relations and Conditions ; Th e 
Arts and Sciences, Speech and Writing, The Emotions, Religion, Domestic 
Life, Commerce and Agriculture, etc. The book is particularly rich in 
synonymous expressions and the English translations are idiomatic and to 
the point. 

Probably the book is beyond the stage of progress reached by most pupils 
in American preparatory schools, but it ought to be of the utmost service 
to college students, ambitious to gain power in Latin composition. A knowl- 
edge of idiomatic phrases is more necessary to the rapid reading of Latin 
han of Greek, and the use of such a volume as this cannot but increased ma- 
terially the students' power of reading Latin. An index of 36 pages completes 
the work. 

The book bears the imprints of MacMillan & Co., and like all their publica- 
tions is unexceptionable in make-up. Price $ no. 

The Secretary of the National Educational Association informs us that the 
Executive Committee, after carefully considering the question of a place for 
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the next meeting, have unanimously selected Denver, Colorado. The date 
is, for the council, July 5-9, for the General Association, July 9-12, 1895. It 
is believed that teachers in every part of the United States will welcome this 
announcement in view of the opportunity it will afford, in connection with 
the meetings of the Association, for a visit to the '" Scenic City " of the Con- 
tinent, and for the incidental rest and recreation which may be enjoyed among 
the mountains. 

The Western Passenger Association (including all lines terminal in Denver) 
have voted to grant a rate of one lowest first-class fare plus $2 (membership 
fee) for the round trip, with provisions for extending the limit of return 
tickets to September 1st. It is expected that all other Passenger Association 8 
in the United States will, at an early- date, join in granting the same rate. 

The local authorities at Denver are already actively preparing for this 
meeting, which will doubtless be one of the largest and most successful in the 
history of the Association. 



